
Middle Peninsula 
Chesapeake Bay

Public Access Authority

Providing access opportunities 
to the waterways of Virginia’s 

Middle Peninsula



What is the Middle Peninsula 
Chesapeake Bay Public Access 

Authority?

General Assembly (2003) approves House Bill 619 
creating the institutional framework for Middle 
Peninsula local governments to address public 
access on a regional basis

Single Purpose Entity:  Only function is to provide 
focused attention to public access issues





Duties Of the Authority
1. Identify potential public access sites
2. Research and determine ownerships  
3. Determine appropriate public use levels  
4. Develop appropriate mechanism for transferring title
5. Develop appropriate acquisition and site 

management plans   
6. Determine which holdings should be sold to 

advance the mission of the Authority  
7. Other duties required to fulfill the mission



Authority Directors

• 6 Local Government Administrators
• 2 Elected Officials



Boating Access
Newpoint Lighthouse Repairs 













Browne Tract Multi-Use Facility Site Plan
Public Hunting Areas

Nature Viewing Areas

Walking and Riding Trails



CELCP Acquisition

PAA is designated 
as the recipient of 

~$1,000,000 for land 
acquisition within 
the Dragon Run  



Where does the road end?
or

Where does the road begin?
and

Who owns the road ending?

Where does the road end?
or

Where does the road begin?
and

Who owns the road ending?





Future Directions of the PAA
“Inventing solution for local issues”

Wetlands Mitigation Banking to address VMRC Requirement
• Converting FEMA Buyout property to wetland banks and 

passive public access sites

Developing a Regional Strategic Plan for addressing public 
access and working waterfront issues

• What’s important to the citizens of the Middle Peninsula as it relates to coastal 
public, quasi public access, and private access and working waterfront issues 
and trends throughout the lower Chesapeake Bay region and tributaries



Lewis L Lawrence 
Director of Regional Planning
Middle Peninsula Planning District 
Commission
Middle Peninsula Chesapeake Bay Public 
Access Authority
P.O.Box 286 
Saluda,Va 23149 
804-758-2311 
LLawrence@MPPDC.COM
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